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“To find health should be the object of the 
doctor, anyone can find disease.” 

Andrew Taylor Still, MD



“Complete physical, mental, & social well-being, not merely 
the absence of disease or infirmity” 

WHO Definition of Health (1948)



“Complete physical, mental, & social well-being, not merely 
the absence of disease or infirmity” 

WHO Definition of Health (1948)





Ultimately, the secret of quality is love. You have 
to love your patient, you have to love your 
profession, you have to love your God.  

If you have love, you can then work backward to 
monitor and improve the system.  

       Avedis Donabedian
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Social Determinants of Health



Predominantly non-
medical action is 

required… 
(for making) an impact 

upon… 
the health and life 

expectancy of individuals 
and communities.



Conclusion: “…we hypothesize that reduction 
of maternal mortality might be driven by groups 
discussing danger signs, raising community-
wide support for maternal health, organising 
transport for pregnant women, and 
contributing to emergency funds for 
transport and health-care costs.”





May 6, 2016







Social prescriptions are 
no panacea.  

But…social prescribing 
can reconnect us to each 
other.
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